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Charter Sect. 10.03 states:

No initiative bill requiring the expenditure of additional funds for an existing
activity, or of any funds for a new activity or purpose, shall be filed or submitted to
a vote unless provision be specifically made therein for new or additional sources of
revenue for all such additional funds required thereby. (emphasis added)

While an ordinance which is legally flawed may be challenged at any time, the above
language clearly states the intention of the Freeholders who drafted the Charter. They relate
that the harm from an initiative such as the one here in question begins when it is filed. They
also make it very clear that the flawed initiative should not be submitted to a vote.

It would be in the best interests of the taxpaying public and would be consistent with
the Charter to file an action for declaratory relief before ballots are printed and the expense of
an unnecessary election are incurred.

Please contact me if I can clarify any portion of this letter or if I can be of assistance
in any way in challenging this defective initiative. I am certainly willing to appear before the
city council and discuss the matter further.

Ce: Bellingham City Council Members: Louise jornson, Terry Bornemann, Grant
Deger, Gene Knutson, Barbara Ryan, Bob Ryan, John Watts

Mark Asmundson, Mayor Bellingham




