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Press Release

On the Bellingham Fluoride Proposition #1

Bellingham Voters Reject Adding Fluorosolic Acid “Fluoride” to the Drinking Water Supply.   

Re: Election Results: Bellingham Rejects Fluoridation  

TO:  

All Media 

WHERE:  
Bellingham, Washington
Statements concerning the election by Rainy Fackler-Adams of Bellingham Citizens Against Fluoride Tax
· “The last ballot count indicates that 53.04 of voters have rejected the fluoridation proposal.  This amounts to 11,677 voters against the proposal.  With so few votes left to count, it appears that measure has failed.” 

· “This now represents the third time Bellingham has rejected fluoridation.  The Bellingham City Council previously rejected fluoridation in 1992 and 1997 after considering the health risks.”

· “The results of the election is a win for clean and safe water and a re-affirmation of each Bellingham resident being able to make their own decisions concerning the medication they take.”  “In addition to the health risks of fluoride itself, Bellingham residents did not want to consume the contaminants in fluorosilic acid consisting of lead, mercury and arsenic.”

· “The results of the election also signify a rejection of out of town special interests using $260,000 to try to dominate Bellingham’s local decision making process concerning the water supply using a misleading one sided media campaign.”

· “We want to thank local civic leaders who opposed the water fluoridation proposal such as Todd Citron, a Whatcom Water District Commissioner and many doctors and other health care professionals in Bellingham.  Many city council candidates and council members also publicly came out against the proposition.”

· “We stand with the 1500 EPA scientists and professionals who called for a moratorium on water fluoridation on August 15, 2005.  We also stand with 14 Nobel Prize winners who now advocate against water fluoridation.”  “Dr. Arvid Carlsson who won the Nobel Prize in medicine in 2000 calls water fluoridation “obsolete” and advocates against fluoridation due to health risks.”  “Fortunately, Bellingham voters were able to read and learn about the latest science regarding fluoridation and reject the proposal.”

As to the future, Ms. Fackler-Adams states:

· “Bellingham has spent millions of dollars in the Lake Whatcom watershed and other programs to try to maintain a clean and safe drinking water supply. It makes so sense to make all of these efforts and them dump an unhealthy chemical into the water supply right before we drink it.”

· “Given that fluoridation efforts have failed in cities around Washington recently such as Spokane, Sumner, Lakewood, Milton and now Bellingham, the fluoridation interests will likely try to force fluoridation on cities on a state wide basis.  They failed in this approach in Oregon last year in the legislature. We must work hard to continue to keep our drinking water healthy.”

· “The fluoridation proponents wasted $260,000 largely on California consultants and paid signature gatherers to come to Bellingham.  These funds could have made a large difference in health and dental care for the children of Bellingham.”

· “If the fluoride proponents truly wish to assist Bellingham’s children, they should take the following steps 1) place the $600,000 they were to use on fluoridation in a fund to assist low income children for dental care, 2) work to increase the percentage of dentists that accept Medicaid payments so that low income children can get dental care, 3) work to have youth consume a better diet and have a healthier lifestyle and consume less sugar.
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